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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

Yo run a-muck and tilt at al! f meet: 

I only wear it in atand of Heclors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpzrs, aid directurs.—-Pore. 


—O0V000— 


INVESTIGATION AT IhCHESTER GAQL, . 

dn the County of Somerset, into the conduct of Wil- 
liam Bridle, the Gaoler, before the Commissioners 
appointed by the Crown, — 

It was my intention to have addressed, a letter to his 
Majesty upon the abuses committed in his name, oa the. 
wretched portion of his subjects consigned to the care of 
Ais representatives, in that abode of misery, ealled l- 
chester Gaol :—but in the publication of the. evidence, 
Mr. Hunt has himself attempted to call the attention of 
his Majesty to the subject, in such a forcible and impres- 
sive manner, that if it could haye been placed before the 
King’s eye, he might have thought it better worth his 
while, to have remained at home, and endeavoured to 
ascertain whether such practices prevailed in any other 
part of the kingdom, which his courtiers tell him is his 
own. But a monarch, in the custody of the present. ad- 
ministration, may be truly called their monarch; since 
they use his name and authority to sanction deeds, fr 
the perpetration of which he would revolt with as much 
horror, as from the venomous fangs of the most hideous 
serpent! Instead of being Ais servants, they make him 
their shield; and secure their own purposes, in an af- 
fected regard for his interests. ‘The pomps and vanities 
of his official splendour, are set. before his eyes as the 


grand business of his reign ; and the care of his unfortu- 
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nate subjects devolves upon them, and their mercenary 
minions. Those who have coura; ge enough to speak bold 
truths in his ear, must never hope to reach him. He is 
enclosed by an invulnerable etiquette, and defended by 
impassable ceremonies :—while a system, which he must 
abhor, if he could comprehend its evils, ‘lords it without 
controul, over his prostrate and repining people. Mr. 
Hunt appeals to him, as having acknowledged that he 
holds his high office by no other tenure than that of exe- 
cuting ‘ justice in mercy ;” and breaks out in this pa- 
thetic expostulation:—‘“* Ah! Sire! had your Majesty 
“but seen, as IT did, an enraged, znfur zate, drunken 
ges eomanry, smiting with their deadly Weapons an un- 
‘* armed, unresisting multitude !—could your Majesty 
have heard the piercing shricks, the agonizing groans, 
of women and children, cut down by the - vigorous 
arms of savage troopers ;—your Majesty would have 
trembled, at the utterance of such words as ‘ justice 
and merey,” in so solemn a place, unless you intended 
immediately after to bring those enormous offenders to 
** gustice.” It is the curse “of a bad system, that its ef- 
fects are felt every where. In France, under the old 
system, every village had its despot, and every district 
its bastile. The prevalence of Tory sway in England 
for more than half a century, has had a tendency to in- 
troduce the system of Tory misrule into every depart- 
ment; and to reproduce the seeds cf most of those 
grievances, Which cost Charles his life, and James his 
Crown. Nor is this any thing more than a ne- 
cessary consequence. Tories are the same in all ages— 
lovers of despotism, with appetites that can stoop to fat- 
ten on its slime, they are always anxious to promote its 
interests, that their board may be always loaded with 
plenty. They hate freedom, for it weuld starve syco- 
phants, and send mercenary slaves emjty-handed away. 
They cannot endure the high -bearing of manly indepen- 
dence. The once bold yeomanry of E neland must be- 
come a servile, cringing race to please their local masters ; 
as the masters are ready to serve, and cringe, and fawn, 
and flatter, to add any useless epithet to the catalogue of 
what they are base enough to call honors ; or to get their 
servitude rer aunerated from the pockets of the people. 
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Certait n of the favour of the court, when they bend ‘the 
interests of the country lo its prejudices, they have 
worme ad their bs 2 see out of office, whenev er the force 
of pu slic opititc Has ecomyp yelled the m? maren to call the 
Wigs to h ne councils 3 mntih ri Is , the fatal discovery 
that the W higs were noi the watsdcdies of th< > people, but 
merely the place-h unting fo ge s of the Tories; with- 
drew all public confidence: fre ym the Whigs, left them 
powerless at court, and iasignificant in the legislature; 
aia thus rivelted ‘the fetters of tory-oppression, until 
some public convulsion, produced by mini isterial miscon- 
duct, shall snap them again asuner. It has been sup- 
posed a willy remark, that no demagogue would ever 
want hearers among coblers, who should tell a cobler 
he was as good as a king. But it is not coblers alone 
who are ready to listen to what flatters their self-opinion. 
It has been much more fatally true, that court sycophants, 
and venal ministers, have found auditors equally willing, 
when they have preached “ the enormous faith of many 
* made for one;” and cajoled weak princes inio the be- 
lief that they were the vicegerents of heaven, when they 
have been leading them to conduct, at which fiends might 
have started in affright. It is sincular to remark how 
readily princes adont Tory pi inciples s, or suffer them to 
prevail among their minions. The Flouse of Brunswick 
owe its introduction to the zovernment of these realms, 
to the party called the W higs. [t was intended to secure 
the couatry against the Tory principles of the son of 
James II., called the Pretender. And yet, inabout Half 
a century, the country saw the advocates of the princi- 
ples of the exiled family surround the throne of the Whig- 
seated dynasty ; and a leng period of ill-disguised mo- 
deration has at last terminated in an avowal, on the part 
of the Tories, of the most slavish doctrines of their ser- 
vile ereed :— Divine Right, aud Passive obedience, have 
again been forced into “fashion. The lapse of time, and 
the pernicious agency of bad men, haveinvaded the purity 
of’ the representatives of the people ; ; and the absolute 
authority of the boroughmongers has replac: ad the abso- 
luie authority of a single master:—Packed Juries are 
defended as right, and “fitting, and just; and ignorance 
has been habitually induced to bend to the inclinations 
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ef power :—To profess slavish creeds has become the only 
passport to public employment ; and liberal sentiments 
have been proscribed,as dangerous to the state :-—Kuaves 
and fools, have found folly and knavery the most thriving 
trades ; and hence we find so many in office, who are 
either incompetent to discharge the duties, or only intent 
upon making them subservient to their own advantage. 
Yet we could not have believed that such enormities and 
negligences, as those detected at Ilchester Gaol, could 
have existed ; for we could assign no adequate reason 
for them. Had it been only a receptacle for REFORMERS 
—had it been specifically and solely devoted to their in- 
carceration, we should not have been surprized at some 
severity, The natural antipathy between willing slaves, 
and men anxious for liberty, would have satisfactorily 
accounted for harshness towards the victims. But, in the 
punishment of the mnor offences, as murders, rapes, 
burglaries, and the whole list of deyztimate crimes, we 
could not anticipate that mis-rule should have degene- 
rated into brutality. So, however, it has proved to be: 
and even the Magistrates, though not ashamed of their 
own negligence, are ashamed of their servant’s imitation 
of it, and of the wantonness he has displayed in the usur- 
pation of supreme authority. 

The charges of Mr. Hunt are twenty-one in number. 
Two material witnesses, Mr. Hobbs, who had been dis- 
missed from the office of task-master, and Mr. Kinnear, 

aes who had resided some months in the house of 
ridle, were not called ; the one being in the custody of 
the Marshal of the King? s Bench, and the other in the 
Fleet-prison ; and yet Mr. Hunt contrived to elicit such 
information from seventy-two other witnesses, as to leave 
none of his charges without ample reason for their pre- 
ferment ; even if some of them should be considered as 
not legallr y proved. It is to be held in mind, that most 
of the witnesses were men subject to the power, which _ 
they were venturing to arraign; and with this recollec- 
tion, it is really surprizing that Mr. Hunt should have 
been able to have substantiated his accusation so com- 
pletely. The Magistrates have, indeed, declared Bridle 
unfit to hold his oflice, and have advertised for a succes- 
or: but he is fo remain absolute governor, as before, 
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until the 3d of December next; a sufficient period of 
controul over those in the prison, to render witnesses 
against him very cautious of what they did to offend him, 
It will be necessary to insert the charges at length, in 
order to present a fair view of the labour and dilticully 
that must have occurred in substantiating them.— 


“1, Gross neglect of duty, and disregard of the ordess of the Magis- 
trates. 

“2. Drunkenness within aud without the gaol. | 

“3. Gambling in the gaul with sume of the prisoners for ponnds, 
and inflicting torture upon others for playing for pence. 

‘64. Swearing horrid oaths within aud without the gaol, , 

“5, Absenting himself from Divine Service, and selecting a wicked 
and abandoned debtor as his clerk, who never attends Divine Service. 

“6. Opening the gaol doors during the elections and at other times, 
and admitting the populace with flags, colours, and bands of music ; 
dancing himself, in the presence of the prisoners, with the women of 
the town, giving them liquor, and encouraging drunkenness, debauchery, 
and riot, within the walls of the gaol. 

“7, Cruelty and injustice to the prisoners, male and female; and, 
amongst other things, withholding, during sickness and fevers, meat, 
wine, and other necessaries, allawed by and charged to the County, and 
appropriating them to the use of himself, his family, and visitors.. | 

8, Permitting,.at other times, such necessarics, charged to the 
County, and purchased for sick prisoners, to pass through the hands of 
his brother and sister-in-law, the task master and mistress, who had a 
large family of children that he knew were deprived of the common ne- 
cessaries of life, in consequence of his having stopped back and with- 
held half their salary, which the County had allowed them, and applied 
it, without their consent, to pay off a real or pretended claim of his own. 

“9, For embezzling the property of the County—candles, soap, 
straw, meat, wine, groceries, kc. intended for the sick. 

‘¢ 10. For inflicting torture upon the prisoners, male, female, and in- 
fants, unknown to the Magistrates. 

“11. For compelling boys and men, for misdemcanours, to associate 
with, to work, and even sleep with felons, convicts, house breakers, 
coiners, and even making boys sleep with a man convicted of beasti- 
ality. 

** 12. For compelling women of all classes of crimes, as well as deb- 
tors, to mingle together in the same ward, and sleep together in the 
same cells. | 

“13. For licentious conduct towards female convicts, two having be- 
come with child in his own bouse, being himself the father of one of the 
bastards, and strongly suspected of being also the father of the other ; 
which bastards have been kept at the County’s expense, and the County 
deprived of the labour of their mothers, 

** 14. For placing debtors in solitary coufiuement, and depriving them 
from seeing their wives in private, without an order from the Magis- 
trates. 

“15, For conniving at th prisoners being unposed upow by the Shop 
people, and imposing arbitrary and partial rules, without their being 
sanctioned by the Magistrates, or the Jadges of Assize. 

“10. For making interlineations, erasures, and false eutrics in a book, 


called the Occurrence Book of the Gaol, in ore to deceive, impose 
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upon, and hood-wink the Magistrates, so that he might be the bette: 
enabled to carry on his infamous aud cruel practices in the gaol without 
detection. 

‘17, For breaking open the letters of the prisoners, contrary to law, 
and in direct violation of a circular letter from Lord Sidmouth, entered 
in the Magistrates’ journal. 

“ 18, For compelling the prisoners to wear one pair of stockings for 
many months together, without any change or washing ; also their linen 
for many weeks together, without washing; thus endangering the health 
and safety of the whole establishment by pestilence and fever. 

<}19, For employing some of the prisoners to work at hard labour 
on the Sabbath-day, and continuing to do so the whole of ec nage hom ‘, 
himself and clerk setting the example of a total disregard of all religi- 
ous duties, while he caused other prisoners to be locked up m solitary 
confinement for not attending chapel. 

«20. INegally and inhumanly placing prisoners in heavy irons before 
trial, and causing them to take their trialsso manacled and shackled, and 
constantly executing criminals in irons. 

“21. For concealing from some of the Mag’strates that the water of 
the gaul was bad and unwholesome, and thatthe prisoners were suffering 
great bodily pain therefrom; and conniving with otber Magistrates and 
the firm of perpetual Under-Sheritis, “ Messrs. Br oderip and Co.” to 
lebar the prisoners, particularly the debtors, from receiving milk, water, 
beer, and other necessaries, in reasonable quantities, at reasonable hours 
in the day-time; and, in fact, of being instrumental to ail those atro- 
cities enumerated ina publication called £A Peep into Iichester Gaol.’ ” 


We should not have space for a review of the evidence 
by which these charges have been supported ; and shall, 
therefore, hasien to ‘such parts of the evidence as bear 
most strikingly upon the general question. One of the 
pretended reasons for preventing females from visiting 
Mr. Hunt, was an affected regard for morality! The 
base insinuation of so wauton an insult, needs no com- 
ment: but the facts that two female prisoners had be- 
come pregnant while living in the house of the Governor , 
and that one of them had declared him to be the father 
of the child, sufficiently shews that it was noé the vice 
waich was objectionable, but THE MAN who was to be 
TORTURED: as in a higher instance, it was not the al- 
ledged offence, but the INDIVIDUAL Who was obnoxious 
to authority. The pretty moralists of Ichester Gaol 
endeavoured to eet rid of the effect t of part of this evi- 
dence of their rezard to virtuo, by | bringit i¢ forward Sarah 
Hewiit, the mother of one he children (who had 
signed a petition io the ising, in which she niaparise 
Bridle to be the fat) av, and who hac d repeated the same 
statemcat to the magistrate ). % 9 say that George Bridle. 
and not William Bridle, was the offender. A short ex- 
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tract from her examination will shew what credit it 
deserves :— 

“ Did you state to the magistrates who was the father of the 
child P—1 did not state to them the right !—Do you mean to say, 
that what you stated to the magistrates was untrue ?—I wag so 
much agilated before the magistrates, I did not know what I said.— 
Do vou know that these gentlemen are magistrates, and commis- 
sioners, sent from the Crown ?—Z. do.—Then are you not agitated 
now?—No! I be not.—Did you not say in this room, before the 
magistrates, Mr. Bridle was the father of the child ?—J did say it ; 
but Lam very sorry I did say it; it is not Mr. William Bridle’s 
child.—What made you say it was ?—It was egitation; I did not 
now what I said. —Who, in point of fact, was the father of the 
child ?—Mr. George Bridle. I hope vour Honours will please to 
forgive me for the fault I have committed.” 


It is easy to perceive the cause of this shuffling, with- 
out the evidence that she had previously accused her 
master, to a fellow-prisoner. Most of our readers will 
be inclined to exclaim with the Commissioners,—* We 
* are satisfied, Mr. Hunt!’ Indeed, if the individual 
were guiltless, the debauchery of two female prisoners, 
while they were officiating as servants in the gaoler’s 
house, is quite sufficient for the substantiation of the 
charge—quite sufficient to shew how little deserved were 
those encomiums which were lavished on this “* moral 
** Governor,” when his conduct was arraigned in the 
House of Commons. No report was ever made to the 
Magistrates of the births of the two children, who were 
thus placed under the care of the County, and kindly 
maintained at the County expence. If Mr. William 
Bridle were not the sinner, how charitable was it of him 
to screen the offender !—to connive at the debauchery, 
by thus interposing himself between the culprits and 
their punishments. How will the county-rate payers 
return this obligation? Will they pack the mothers, 
and children, in panniers, and make Mr. Bridle a pre- 
sent of them, when he sets off to seek his fortune, with 


—* the world all before him, where to chuse 
‘* His place of rest, and Sidmouth for a guide!”"* - 


From this gallantry towards female prisoners, we 
pass on to an instance of the contrary description. A 





"ol is Said this amiable man relies confidently on the protection 
of Sidmouth, to procure him another, and a better place ! 
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prisoner named Charlotte Soott, happened to sing, or 
hum part of a tune, which Bridle overheard ; and not- 
withstanding he could for his own amusement, throw 
open the Gaol doors to a full band of electioneering mu- 
sicians, and fead down the merry dance with all imagi- 
nable delight ; yet, on this occasion, he had * no muste 
“an his soul,” he ordered Scott to be locked up, for this 
heavy offence. She entreated forgiveness ;—he replied, 
“ Yes, I will forgive you; a girl under such a d—d 
‘‘ heavy sentence ought to have known better ;” and to 
relieve this heavy sentence, he directed a turnkey to lock 
her up in the refractory cell, after she had got wet 
standing in the rain ;—the turnkey brought a bed and 
bedding also through the rain, very facetiously remark- 
ing, “‘ [have brought you some bed-clothes; they are 
“nice and hot; they are smoaking!” It was about 
Christmas. There was no fire-place in the cell; and 
she was allowed nothing but bread and water. After 
remaining from Saturday evening till the following Mon- 
day morning, in this place, “Squire Phelips came and 
asked what she was there for. Bridle, who was with the 
"Squire, said it was for accommodating him with a song! 
Instead of expressing any indignation at the useless, and 
wanton severily, the Squire remarked, she must beg his 
pardon, and she would be let out. The girl said she 
had, and supposed she was to be released ; but Mr. 
Bridle had not sufficiently rewarded her musical inclina- 
tions, and kept her locked up til the following day. The 
natural consequence of this cruelty, and disregard of the 
Magistrate’s directions, brought on a rheumatic com- 
plaint, the effects of which are yet severely felt. During 
this period of confinement, she was only attended by a 
male turnkey; which is a most admirable comment upon 
the regard to decorum, which obtained the unqualified 
praise of Mr. Fowell Buxton, as expressed in his account 
of the beauties and perfections of chester Gaot ! 

Two other instances of Aumanity demand our atten- 
tion. A man named Gardner had been accused of pick- 
ing a fellow-prisoners pocket; and swearing some 
“heavy oaths.” His wages were stopped in conse- 
quenee ; and a day or two after he was taken iJl:- When 
re complained, Bridle promised to be his doctor, and to 























THE BLACK DWARB. 46%. 


provide him a hospital, where he should. infect no one 
with his fever. He was immediately carried:to‘a damp, 
dark cell, and kept in solitary confinement for a fort~ 
night, when Bridle sent for him, -and asked Pike if -he 
had-made any application to come down. . Pike.said no; 
and. he. was ordered to take Gardner back again, as‘he 
was not quite well. Pike, by the orders of Bridle, saw 
his head shaved, and himself put ona blister, with a 
strait. waistcoat, to prevent the unfortunate wretch 
from pulling it off. The doctor’s man brought the blis- 
ter; and this doctor’s man was a convict for horse-steal- 
ing, who had been sentenced to death, but had his pu- 
nishment commuted for eighteen months imprisonment. 
Thus did Bridle find an infirmary for his patient :—this 
infirmary was a refractory cell—and this considerate 
Gaoler played the physician in the manner described. 
Some little time after, Pike visited his wretched victim 
of barbarous sport. The blister had naturally made him 
deranged :—he had scratched off the torturing applica- 
tion, by rubbing his head in agony against the wall :— 
but he was not thus to escape from his medical atten- 
dants, Pike and Bridle. Pike informed his worthy prin- 
cipal the blister was rubbed off; and he received: orders 
from Bridle fo put ¢t on again, which orders, it is need- 
less to add, were readily obeyed ; and Pike, having im- 
¥roved in his practice, discovered a means of makiny vf 
stick, by tying his night-cap over 7t! The man’s own 
account of the matter is a picture of so revolting a na- 
ture, that but for the necessity of exposing these horrid 
incidents, that their recurrence may be prevented, we 
siiould have declined its insertion, Le says :— 

‘Thad my clothes taken off, and was put to bed with a straight 
waistcoat ou, About eight o’clock Pike came up, and saw the blister 
was shoved offa little. Hesaid I had been tryiug to get it off: he put 
the blister on me again, and turning my cap inside out,. tied it tight 
under my chin, with the tassel on the blister. Pike and’ Carter came 
up the next morning and took off the blister. Pike asked if it had 
rose. 4k made answer, I did not kuow: the pain which I felt, was like 
needles, pins, and knives, running into my head. They then put it 
on again, ant putting the tassel on the blister. they bound it down with 
anew bandaye. About twelve o’clock un that day the pain became 
worse: | began to cry, and rubbing my head agaiust the wall, rubbed 
off cap, bandage, skin, and altoyether. {1 took up the blister and pat 


it into the chamber-pot: { was half an hour doing it: By-and-bye 
Pike came up, and asked me what was the matter. I desired him to 
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go down to Bridle and ask him if he would be pleased to forgive me. 
He said he would go down and tell Bridle I wished to see him, and in 
about an hour anda half he came up again, and seeing tle blister off, 
he asked me where it was. I told him I had putit in the chamber-pot. 
He said, ‘© There’s damn’d impudence.” Bridle did not come to me. 
Pike told me he would inform Bridle what I had done, and have another 
blister put upon my head. Did he put on another blister?—No: this 
was about twelve o’clock, and in the evening, at bed-time, Carter came 
up and put a plaister on my head. Carter came up first, Pike followed, 
and they bound on the plaister in the same manner as they did the blister. 
I had the sraight-jacket on twelve daysand nights: the jacket was takeu 
off at night and mornings for me to pull offand put on my clothes. The 
Sunday following I was had down before Bridle: I thought it hard to be 
locked up so long, and I begancrying. Pike told Bridle of this, and I 
was sent for and had down before Bridle. When I was taken down to 
walk in the court for an hour in the day, the jacket was taken off. 1 
staid waiting at Bridle’s door half an hour before he came, and when he 
did, he asked me how I was. I told him rather better, but still very 
bad, in consequence of the blister. Bridle said, * you are not well yet, 
put him up again.”?> Then I went dowu almost on my knees, begging 
his forgiveness ; but he said, “ Oh, no! I shall not forgive you, I must 
have another blister for you”’ He looked at my head, and said, ‘1 
must have some more of that hair shaved off your head.’’? Iwas then 
put up again for three or four days. When [ saw Bridle again, and 
asked him to forgive me, he desiredto know how I was, and told Pike 
to let me remain below for a quarter of an hour, and then put me up in 
my cell again; telling me at the same time, if | had confessed I had 
stolen the purse he would have forgiven me. I told him, in reply, if he 
had kept me in that situation a twelvemonth, I should not have known 
any more of stealing the purse than a baby unborn. How did you eon- 
trive to eat your bread?—1I was obliged to kneel down and push it 
with my head against the bedstead, and gnaw it. How did you contrive 
to drink your water?—I used to putit in one corner before the jacket 
was put on, and kneel down and drink it like a beast, out of a basin. 
No Magistrate ever came near me the whole time I was in that situation. 
] asked Pike several times to let me see the first Magistrate that came, 
and when the Magistrates came by, I asked how it was they did not 
cometome. Pike told me, in answer, the Magistrates did not come on 
purpose tosee me. How was it you did not hail the Magistrate when 
he went by ?—Because I was afraid of more punishment: at last Bridle 
forgave me, and I begged his pardon, and also Davis, thongh I did not 
know what it was for; I was then put to work, but without my wages, 
until the Magistrates came; and when they did, he said he had told my 
case to them, which I thought very hard. What did you consider the 
blister to be for?—For punishment; and Pike told me that 1 was pn- 
nished for cursing the Magistrates, which I never did.” 


Hillier’s treatment was almost as monstrous. He had 
struck one of the gaol constables, and was ordered by 
Bridle to be double-zroned, with ‘only one link between 
the legs, and handcuffed, with a chain from the hand- 
cuffs down to the deg-irous ! Hewas then put in soli- 
tary confinement, in a damp cold cell, until the next 
morning, when he was taken before the Magistrates, 
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Dr. Colston! Mr.Thring !! and the Rev. Mr.Thring!! 
He was zine days in this condition ; and when released 
from his handcuffs, and set to work, his irons were con- 
tinued even during his hours of labour, arid he was re- 
conducted to his solitary damp cell every night, until 
the 5th of March. He was taken to chapel, with ‘his 
fetters and chains on. When he was before the ma- 
gistrates, he says, “ Dr. Colston said if Bridle had 
 Jroned hin. double to what he had, he should not have 
“blamed him!” He saysalso, when he asked Pike, the 
turnkey, to Iet him see Bridle, that he might ask his par- 
don, that this turnkey daughed at him; and that the 
same merry mode of reply was adopted, when he re- 
quested a larger pair of handcuffs! When Hillier de- 
sired to see the magistrates, Pike said “ the magistrates 
“did not come to the gaol on purpose to settle his bust- 
“ness.” The fact of Hillier having been brought into 
the presence of three magistrates, two of them clergy- 
men of the Church of England, ironed in such a man- 
ner as we have described, without any remonstrance on 
their part at such torture, is hardly credible; but will 
our readers believe that these classical magistrates have 
deposed they were nol aware that the man was suffering 
any torture, or that the circumstance was at’all uncom- 
mon. Hillier, according to the evidence of the turnkey, 
had ten pounds and a half weight suspended to his wrists, 
when he stood up; and yet his appearance excited no su7r- 
prize whatever, on the part of these christian teachers! 
When Dr. Colston was examined, it appeared the order 
of punishment made by the magistrates was for solitary 
confinement. Nota word was said about irons, hand- 
cuffs, or chains. The Doctor, when asked whether he 
had any motive for neglecting to record the ¢orture, as 
Well as the confine:nent, said Ae was not aware that the 
man had received any other punishment than solitary 
confinement. Then (said Mr. Hunt) it was, perhaps, 
unknown to you, that he was double ironed. and hand- 
cuffed, and his hands and feet chained together? To this 
the Reverend Doctor made the following Tory-like re- 
ply—* When Hillier was brought before us, Ae cer- 
“ tainly had irons on, but what irons I dow’t kaow; 
“but Lobserved that he had handcuffs: he miade no 
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“ complaint ; and ewe fook it for granted, it was tiie 
“ usual mode ot troning on such an occasion.” ° This 
egnorance having been removed, and the Rey. Doetor 
being informed he must answer the question, whether 
he approved of the torture to which the gaoler had sub- 
jected Hillier, did at last venture to say, “ It certainly 
‘‘ appears improper ; and 1 should not have approved 
“ of it, if Hidsier hud stated the circumstance to me; 
“ buat should have taken off his handcuffs, and ordered 
“© his trons” (not to be taken off, good reader, as your 
charity might have led you to suppose, but) “ to be put 
“on upon his legs, as other prisoners wore then in 

“ gaol.” It was very properly enquired, for what pur- 
pose he would have ordered any irons to be put on a 


man placed in solitary confinement, and his sense of 


decency compelled him to allow that “ he should not 
“ have ordered irons at all!” Yet he conceived his 
duty, as a clergyman and a magistrate, to be properly 
discharged, by suffering this man to be brought into his 
presence, and by ordering him to be remanded to a sc- 


litary cell, loaded with such an enormous Weight of 


irons, &s might have rendered his existence a continual 
sense of torture. All the excuse for this, is, that he did 
not deem himself authcerized to interfere witli the regu- 
lations of the gaol! Paltry, and pitiful plea! He could 
interfere to make Mr. Hunt’s condition more wretched ; 
he could interfere to re-impose restrictions which Sir C. 
Bamfylde had peremptorily abolished as disgraceful to 
the character of a gentleman to authorize !_but he could 
not interfere to request that absolute torture, not autho- 
rized by any regulations, and solely inflicted at the dis- 
cretion of the gaoler, should be dispensed with in solitary 
confinement! This amiable teacher of the gospel was 


three weeks absent from the gaol, after this remanding 


of Hillier; and when he did call, it is natural to suppose 
he would have immediately enquired what had become 
of the poor fellow. No!—not he!—it was too ordinary 
a matter; ‘She took it for granted he had been re- 
** leased, ” as he took it for granted he had been ironed 
in the or dinary way; and thought no more about the 
matter. Ssidead, to a — from the C ourl, be dis- 
tinctly said, the loading of this man “ anade xo ieee CS 
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stor on hen at all’? There needs no more to satisfy 
the public, that Dr. Colston’s nerves are not liable to be 
easily deranged by sympathy with the misery af his 
fellow-creatures. 

The Rev. T. D. G. Thring, seems to have hada nerves 
equally obtuse. When questioned whether Hillier had. 
been brought before him, with heavy irons.on, doublet 
handcuffed. and chained hand and feet together, he did 
not know that he was brought in that state—he was not 
aware the man was chained in that manner—he. stood 
perfectly upright ; and there was nothing in hisappear- 
ance to lead this reverend young gentleman to suppose 
the chains he saw were chains !—or that any incenveni- 
ence resulted from having them on. He seems to have 
thought that prisoners were in the habit of wearing 
chains, as other people wear their garments ; and that 
the more and Aeavier chains they had on, the detter they 
were dressed! His notions on the matter are highly hu- 
mane. If he had known that was the customary mode 
of punishment in the goal, he would not have altered it, 
even if it had been worth his while to notice its full ex- 
tent. If torture was the fashion, it seems, he would 
have followed it; but he had not learnt it was the cus- 
tomary mode, and yet it did not strike him as necessary 
to make any enquiry! He knew that irons, hand-cutls, 
and chains were occasionally used, separately, as means 
of punishment and security in the gaol; and he also 
knew that it was not customar y to use them ald at the 
same time, on one person ; yet when he saw this was 
done in the case of Hillier, he set it down, with the Rev. 
Doctor Colston, as an ordinary matter, of which it was 
not necessary to take an account. Yet, when absolutely 
pressed upon the point, he did allow that he did not 
approve of applying blisters to men’s heads as punish- 
ments ; or of putline men in irons with their hands behind 
their backs night and day :—but here the Commissioners 
interfered, and suggested that, as this reverend gentle- 
man Was a very young magistrate, it would be as well 
to question older members of the bench, who might have 

had a suflicient knowledge of their duty to look carefull 
into whatever case might be brought before them. Mr. 
Lhring, the father of the young el ventleman we 
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have jast dismissed, was also present; and was equall 

indifferent about the a ifling circumstance of the for- 
turing trons. Mr. Hunt asked him if he had seena 
human being, with irons doubled upon his legs, in hand- 
cuffs, and chained from the fetters to the haiid: cuffs, it 
would have been possible for him to have forgotten the 
circumstance ? ‘To this he coolly replied, welt Possibly 
“ Tonight not have observed it, and then I should not 
“ ecollect it.’ Mr. Hunt stared at this-—and well he 
might. It was the first time Mr. Thring had attended 
as visiting magistrate; and his feelings might have been 
acule enough to nolice so revolting an appearance of 
misery ; but no,—it made so little impression upon him, 
that he added, “* both men walked into the room In irons, 
‘but [ made no observations on their irons, though I 
“* recollect they were both in irons.” We must trans- 


cribe a few of this gentleman’s answers, as they stand in 
the report: — 


‘““L believe you were accompanied that day by Dr. Colston, and 
your own son, two clergymen of the Church of England? Yes, 
two clergymen of the Church of England. And they did wot draw 
your attention to the si{uation of this man, chained hands and feet 
together? Wo! If the prisoner was chained and maraéled in the 
way I have described, you sent him back into solitary confinement 
without his being released from such torture?) We sent him, cer- 
tainly, in the same way he was brought before us ; but as soon as he 
should shew marks of contrition he was to be released.—Then did 
you order him to be continued in chains, irons, and handcuffs, be- 
sides solitary confinement? No, we did vot say any thing about 
chains, trons, or handcuffs. We thought nothing about the chains, 
tellers, or handcuffs at all. Ié did not at alt occur to me, either one 
way or the oth:r, about his being in chains.—\f it did not occur to 
you, then, did not the situation of this poor fellow haunt you when 
you ‘went home, and laid down on your pillow? 4 thought of the 
sor! never struck me at all and I did not think of it afterwards. 
lsee you did not visit the gaol again until the fifth ye March, from 
the 13th of February ? No,1 did not.—And, for aught you know 
this poor creaiure might have remained in solitary confinement 
woned, handcuffed, and chained hands and legs together, until that 
tine? 1 don't know that he was in the situation you mention.—Did 
you enquire any thing about him, on the 5th of March? Jive did 
not !! /— Having consizned him, in this heart-rending situation to 
the hands of the gaolor, you left him without making any further 
enquiry ? I never enquired about the man since !—Then you did 
not consider it was your duty, as visiting magistrate, to protect the 
prisone rs from any unnecessary punishment, or any torture the 
gavler might inflict upon them? [never keard of any terture.— 
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Did you want any belter evidence thao your own eyes? I had no 
evidence of mine own eyes of any torture! Then, perhaps you do. 
not consider a man, chained in the manner I have described for 
nine days aud nights, to be any tortnre? I can’t deseribe any man- 
ner that the man was chained in.—My question was, that if aman 
was to be confined in this manner, for nine days and nights, should 
you consider it to be any torture? I think it might be extremely 
painful to him ; but as he could move himself, I should not MU 
it to be torlure. Lhavea very different opinion of torture !—You 
thought Bridle a humane man? J did.—And therefore you left 
these Little things to his discretion? Jf did.—And you retarmmed 
home, feeling you had done your duty, and never thought any 
thing of the order afterwards? I returned home feeling I had done 
my duty and I thine so now !—Was it not your duty to have record. 
ed the thing faithfully in his book, (the eccurrence book ) instead 
of your ¢ -oncealing the fact of she i irons, chains, and handcuffs? £ 
had vo idea of concealing any thing !—How came you not to state 
in your order the odious part of ‘the punishment—the torture of 
the irons, handeuffs, and chains ?—I say, as 1 said before, I did not 
know there was any torture init!” 

This is an English country gentleman; and his ideas 
of torture are singular enough. While a man can move 
himself, he cannot be in any torture! Really, we must 
make some allowance for yaolers and turnkeys, under 
such negligent superintendence ; or rather under no su- 
perintendence at all, but ieft entirely to their own dis- 
cretion. The v isiting magistrates seem to have been the 
servants, instead of the masters of the gaoler. He did 
what he liked, and they confirmed the propriety of it, 
without even opening their eyes to the palpable abuses 
and cruelty which were before them, There is no-excuse 
for barbarity ; and it is fitting the gaoler should be made 
an example of; but are these magistrates to be left on 
the bench? 1s Bridle to be the general scape-goat? He 
has already been dismissed by the magistrates, and the 
Sheriff; but is this all the retribution due to offended 
justice, and outraged humanity ! Is his dismissal a stroke 
of policy, to prevent any further proceedings ?—to lead 
to any apology in the Liouse of Commons for paying no 
attention to the report of the commissioners, because the 
waoler is removed? This may be all matter of con- 
trivauce. Bridle may be removed into some place of 
equat advantage and equal authority. He may find 
me eect om as careless and indifferent as those he has 


lefts and auditors of his accounts as negligent as those of 
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Iichester. This atonement is not sufficient. The Lord 
Chancellor should be called upon by the country,to ex- 
ercise his.power of reforming the bench. Until this:is 
done, it is hardly possible to depend upon the personal 
character of the governor of a gaol. There are.some few 
who might be depended upon; but they.are not often to 
be met with. ‘Their neeessary duty forces them into 
habits of occasional indifference ; and the active super- 
intendence of a humane, intelligent, and active magis- 


tracy is requisite to promote the good intentions of a 
governor. 


The following extract from the examination of John 
Chamberlain, shews still more forcibly, what crimes 
might be committed, under the system of cruelty, negli- 
gence, and waste, which Mr. Hunt has so admirably 
exposed. We cannot read it without asking ourselves, 


whether less obvious reasons have not led. to trials for 
murder ? 


“You live at Yeovil, and you are a Icather scraper ?—Yes, Sir° 
Were you ever a prisoner inthis gaol, and for how loug?—Yes, I was 
here fur two years, and my time expired in Jannary, 1819. Were you 
a time-man?=-Yes, and had been appointed constable of the ward. Do 
you remember a prisoner by the name of Ford?—Yes. Was he put in 
irovs and handcuffed ?—He had irons on, and bandcutled every evening : 
he were in for trial. What were the handcufis put on for ?>—He was very 
restless for a night or two before that time, and frequently got out of 
bed, so he was chained down, and fastened to the bedstead witha chain, 
and handcuffed ; he was tied down to the bedstead with the cord he 
held his irons up with? in the night he contrived to get the cord loose. 
Did vou go to him in the morning ?—Yes, I carried him his clothes; | 
unbolted the wouden door, and put his clothes into him through the 
Iron grated door; one of the constables went and called up the turnkey 
to unlock the iron door, and one uf them took off his handcuffs. Being 
so fastened, did that keep him in the bed ?—Yes, | found him lying ‘on 
his left side, with one of his arms extended; 1 helped the man to put 
ou his jacket and waistcoat; be then set down on the bed-side again. 
Was the man in bis right senses ?—-No, Sir, be was not, it appeared to 
me he was a foolish man. Did be appear violent or vicious?+-No, he 
did not. Did any body come to you?—Yes, Treganzer, the turnkey, 
came up to let the prisoners dowa, and went into the man’s cell and 
asked him to cume along. ‘The man did not answer him so quick as he 
wished, nor did he attempt to move ; the turnkey then struck him a vio- 
lent blow in the throat, which forced bis head against the wall, then tak - 
ing him by the collar, he dragged him out the cell, when Ford began 
putting his shoes on, out he was so long doing it that it provoked Tre- 
ganzer, so be gave him a shove and shoved him back intothe cell again, 
locked the door, and swore he should not come out for the day. I went 
to my work, sweeping the cells out, and the passage down; when | was 
Overright Ford’s cel], | looked through the squint, and I asked him what 
J should bring him fer his breakfast, hut receiving no answer, Frepeated 
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it a second time, and then receiving no answer, I called to the comsta- 

ble, one Saninel Pike, and when he came, I said I believed ‘Ford was 
dead, because he did not atswer me. How long was it after Treganzer 
had struck him ?—About ten minutes ; we endeavoured to open the door, 
and by the time Treganzer came up it must have been fifteen or twenty 
minutes; we had got the duor open before Treganzer came. Wé found 
the deceased sitting on his backside, with his back against the door, and 
one of his feet against the iron bedstead, and 1 put my band in. and 
pushed it back. ‘The man was quite dezd on the floor. The other _ 
went down for Treganzer, who came and looked upon Ford, and had 

man to knock his irons off, then we put him on the bed. What sort 

than was Treganzer?—A stout, strong, powerfal man; it was not a hs Soe 
violent blow, but the force of it forced his head against the wall, When 
was the coroner’s inquest held on the body?—On the same day, . Were 
you examined before the coroner and jury?—I was. Did -you state this 
to the jury?—No, Idid not, for I had nearly a twelvemonth me cd to 
stay here. When was Ford buried?—Aboat four or five o’elock the 
game afternoon. Was it not thought very extraordinary to burya man 
the same day he died? —When you were examined, were the jary pre- 
sent ?—Yes; I know the jury were there, and the coroner, whose name 
was Cains, because he examined us. 1 did not mention my seeing Tre- 
ganzer strike him, because I had some time to stop in prison, and I 
did not know how 1 might have been used if I said any thing about it. 
1 can’t say I staid to hear the verdict: [ gave my evidence, and then 
the turnkey was ordered by Bridle to conduct me back to my ward. 
Whare was the inquest held?—Ia Bridle’s house. Was Bridle in, the 
room when you gave your evidence?—Yes, he was: I don’t know if, he 


was examined, but the turnkey was.” 

This statement, in all its essential particulars was con- 
firmed by the Coroner, and the other parties concerned, 
makes me shudder at the indecent haste, and careless- 
hess displayed. Yet the Coroner was as indifferent to 
this, as the magistrates were to the chaining of Hillier 
It was a matter of mere course, in his opinion ; and had 
he been called to hold an inquest upon one who was 
asleep, instead of being dead, it is not probable he would 
have found out the mistake. It was only a prisoner ; 
and what claims have prisoners to any consideration ? 

The evidence makes nearly 300 pages of closely 
printed octavo. We have, of course, been driven toa 
trifling selection of the most atrocious instances. _It is 
hardly to be conceived without a perusal, to what a 
length the evidence extends. The state of the prison, 
the foulness of the water, the choaking of the drains, the 
contamination of the wells, the confusion af the gover- - 
nor’s accounts, the frauds. practised upon “toner 
by those who stipplied them with food :— Reet thon 


produced by the prison regulations:—and, the in ee 
Vou. VU. No. 14. 
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personal ill-treatment and persecution sustained by Mr. 

Hunt, form a mass of interesting particulars from which 

selection'is ‘atmost impossible; and of which it is diffi- 

cult, in abridgement to convey any adequate idea. Mr, 

Hunt has accomplished one of the~labours: of Hercules, 

in cleansing ‘this Augean-stable; and his own privations 

(which remain undiminished) will receive some coneo- 

lation in the reflection that he has abated the intolerable 

grievances of this noisome dungeon to others. ‘It is pro- 

bably the first instance of a prisoner rismg upon his 

keepers, exposing their mal-practices, and carrying re- 

form into the cells of the captives; while under the con- 

troul of the common oppressors. Qut.of evil has:arisen 
much goo" :—and his success in the reform of abuses in 
THIS den augurs well for his efforts, if he can be. placed 
in another, of still greater celebrity, where the “ rup- 
“* tured Ogden’s” miseries were as entertaining to a cer- 
tain right honourable gentlemen, as the blistered Gard- 
ner’s tortures were to his Ilchester representative.. One 
of the best effects of this inquiry will be to prevent any 
further reliance on the reports of such benevolent prison 
inspectors as, Mr. Fowell Buxton, and others, who.col- 
lect accounts of the admirable management of prisoners, 
from the gaolers and turnkeys, and then report them with 
the weight of their respectable authority, to obtain them 
an undeserved credit. Speaking of this very gaol, and 
this yery gaoler, Mr. Buxton says, “ I was not so for- 
“tunate as to see the gaoler: but the aspect of the 
“€ prison convinced me, that he had well performed his 
‘© duty, to the magistrates who had employed him ; and. 
* that they had nobly discharged theirs to the county in 
‘© which they reside!” How must he now blush for his cre- 
dulity !—The old proverb, “trust nut to appearances,” 
will now recur to him, with all the force of sarcasm, at 
his being so easily duped himself, and contributing to 
dupe others. We perceive Mr. Hunt has not yet. quite 
done with the magistrates; as he still promises some 
curious documents in the remaining numbers of - his 
memoirs. That he may be always equally successful in 
the detection of cruelty, and hypocrisy, is the earnest. 
wish of : ie 
ae THE BLACK. DWABE. > 
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“LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. \. 
From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to: the 
5 Yellow Bonze at Japan. 


A SUBSTITUTE FOR, A KING—WITH A SKETCH OF THE 
PARTS,—AND THREE EXTRAORDINARY CURIOSITIES. 


Respected Friend, - oar 
Ihave at last been able to send thee a means, 

by which thou mayest in some degree measure the. vast 
importance of an European monarch ; and I am the more 
rejoiced at my good-fortune in this respect, because J 
fear thou hast been misled by that plain-spoken writer, 
THomMas Parne; of whose works Iam aware thou art 
passionately fond. JT remember his saying it was most 
extravagant to pay a monarch a million a year for du- 
ties, which any strong able-bodied man would be will- 
ing to perform for five hundred pounds! This coarse 
jest was naturally disliked by great folks, and those in 
the secret ; who knew that one able-bodied man would 
be compete..t only to a very small part of those impor- 
tant duties, which belong to the kingly office. It is an 
ald.saying that a blessing is never valued until it is lost; 
and it was probably overlooked how many men would 
be required to supply the place of one king, even ‘for a 
short absence from his post, until it became necessary, to 
try.to supply his place. This problem is now solved; 
and many ‘‘ rank jacobins,” who would have it, a mo- 
narch had little to do besides eating, drinking and sleep- 
ing, are astonished to see how many men of business. it 
takes, to make upfor his temporary absence. While he was 
in Ireland, he had no substitute, but, mark what hap-. 
pened? The most promising Aarvest that ever was seen 
has been almost entirely spoiled. The most inconsider- 
ate rain fell in continual showers. All was anarchy and 
confusion in the weather, and the very elements seemed. 
almost conscious of the want of monarchieal contro]. ‘The. 
monarch has now set out for Germany. He is King of 
Hanover, as. well as King of England; and he has 
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deemed it right to bless his Hanoverian subjects with the * 
royal presence, that they may know, and. see, dhe object * 
of their devoted loyalty, whom they have never seen be- 
fore. They are, of course, in ecstacies! The heavy 
heads of the plodding Germans are turned with very joy ; 
and their slow waltzes are all to be metamorphosed into 
[rish jigs!—an exchange by which decency will gain 
something, and merriment be no loser. But though all 
is joy in Germany, all is sadness in England, A blight- 
ed harvest has made the prospect of the landholders som. 
bre enough ; and that of the farmers. is ‘still worse. 
“We are all ‘a blank,” exclaims emphatically a Ports- 
mouth journalist. ‘ We are all dead here,” re-echoes a 
journalist from Plymouth. In Dublin, -the poer’ sons of 
St. Patrick areas dull as Dutchmen, .and qiestioning 
one another what they have been howling about! “ De- 
“ vil fetch it,” say they, “ but these are odd times, sure 
*“‘ enough ; The potatoes all spoiled, andthe King gone! 
*¢ —-and the whiskey turned: into water again!—and the 
** skies as black as ever! and the Orange-boys as impu- 
* dent !—and all we’ve got for our wake, are sore throats, 
“ and wet jackets!” To endeavour to remedy, or rather 
to soften this mischief, a council of substitutes has been 
appointed, to see what hand they can make & governing 
in his Majesty’s unfortunate, although necessary absence. 
There are nineteen of them !—and of the Jest too, that 
the ministry can afford. They may have their equals. 
though it would be hard to match them upon earth. 
Nineteen ministers to make up a substitute for one King ! 
Can there be a more satisfactory proof of: the» value of 
royalty ; and when it is considered they will make only. 
indifferent substitutes into the bargain, monarchy wi 
rise in thy estimation, to an extraordinary degree.” I 
will endeavour to:make thee understand their-individual 
relation to the potentate whom: they represent very iui- 
perfectly, by a coarse corporeal sort of ittustration; which 
E hope will not offend any of these dignified characters. 
They will appear, indeed, in some singular situations; 
but, asevery part and portion of royalty is infinitely sa= 
“mame to all comparison ‘in value with ay thing élse, ¥ 
ve'no doubt ‘the inbred loyalty of these gentlemen will 
be better satisfied at-representing the great toe, or tae 
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finger nail, of a monarch, than in being as great as 


wealth and power can make them in any other respecte. 


At present, altogether they make up the political sub- 
stance of alte’ and if the body were represented, .it 
might be in this fashion :— 





Wrederisk 1 
Duke 
Of York. 
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Ear! of Liverpool. 





Earl Hatrowby 

Earl Westmorelaid. 
Duke of Montrose: 
Marquis Wiuchester. 
Marquis Cholmondeley. 
Earl Bathurst. 

Lord Melville. 

Earl Talbot. 

Rt. Hon. C. Bathurst. 
Rt. Hon. F. J. Robinson. 
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Master of 
the Mint. 


’ + Chancellor 
tof Exchec. 
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The harshness of this outline thou wilt set down to the 
want of skill in the designer, and not to any uncouthness 
about the parties, who are thus joined together for the pub- 
lic good. It is done merely to assist thy grosser ideas ona 
subject with which thou canst not be familiar. At the head, 
thou wilt eive placed the illustrious Duke of York ; 
and immediately under him, as one of the grand pillavs 
of religion, I have placed the Archbishop of Canterbury, 


as the neck of the figure. The right hand is Lord Cas- 
Vou. VII. No. 14. 


od 
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tlereagh, and the left is Lord Sidmouth, a brace of mi- 
nisters that may be safely backed at < any odds against the 
world, for the good they have done, ‘and ever will do! 
The hands are detached for convenience sake; being or- 
dinarily deposited in the people’s pockets! The right 
(eg is the Lord Chancellor, propped up by the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, who is officiating as right foot ;— 
while the Duke of Wellington, as loft. leg, is supported 
by his honourable relation the Master of the Mint! The 
remaining ten occupy the grand trunk of this novel — 
politic ; and if the figure would allow of it, would be dis- 
played in their proper positions, as portions of anterior 
and posterior portions of the unit. Some people might 
have placed Lord Castlereagh as the “ fundamental 
*¢ feature” of such a scheme, and painted him “ standing 
‘ prostrate,” wilh “ bis back turned upon himself ;’ but 
then there would be some difficulty in finding an appro- 
priated right arm, without which the figure would be 
sadly mutilated ; though, indeed, I forgot to tell thee 
that it is already deficient, the right arm and left leg of 
this substitute for Majesty, having © actually set off to ac- 
company the King in his tour to ‘the Continent. What 
ac may arise from this circumstance, it is not easy 
to fore but I hope the image will not fall entirely to 
pieces he ore the original returns. I said that this expe- 
riment would snable thee to perceive that royalty was 
not extravaganUy paid in this country; and this it will 
do, by a comparison with what these nineteen substitutes 
receive by themselves and their dependents; and then 
comparing the amount with the portion allowed to the 
Monarch trom the civil list. The Peep at the Peers 
gives the emoluments of these gentlemen, as follows :— 
£ 
The Duke of York ; 50.800 
Archbishop of Canterbury —. 41,800 
Lord Chancellor Elden , 50,400 


Earl Farrowby . : 1).902 
Kar} Westmoreland ) ; 01.640 
kar} ai At antrcose ; ‘ 4 266 
ey: d Welingten : ° ; 64,74] 
Far! Winchester. | ; 2 200 
Earl Cholmondeiy : 10,640 
Lord Castlereagh 16,000 
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Earl Bathurst — . , 18,423 
Earl Talbot , . 48,336 
Earl] Liverpool . ; 33,450 
Earl Melville ; 18,776 


Earl Sidmouth . ‘ 17,025 
Lord Maryborough, Master 

of the Mint , 4,000 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 10,000 
Rt. Hlon. C. Bathurst. ‘ 5,000 
Rt. Hon. F. J. Robinson ‘ 5,000 





£462,209 

The amount of the civil list out of which the monarch 
receives his salary exceeds a middion ; but then a great 
many pensions are charged upon it, besides the expences 
of the royal esti tblishment, which 1 believe falls some- 
thing short of the above sum of 462,2091. which is, very 
properly, no doubt, divided among these nineteen per- 
sons, and their friends, relatives, and dependents, for 
services of which I cannnot speak, for in reality I know 
but very little of them :—nor have I ever met with any- 
body who has been disposed to rate them at half this 
price; but then the gentlemen themselves must best know 
what they do, and whether they are properly paid for 
their labour, or not; and IT am eredibly informed they 
all mosi conscientiously believe they are not paid one 
farthing too much, or they would not take it. The 
causes that have led to these particular appointments, | 
am only able to surmise. ‘There is Lord Sidmouth 
amongst them, who, as the son of a respec ‘table dealer in 
medicine, is often familiarly called the Doctor; and kt 
conjecture he was named, lest the state should be sud- 
denly seized with the cholie, the gripes, or any local in- 
flammation, when his skill in piiéedofomy, with the 
assistance of the patent yeomanry ldancets, might be 
found as useful, as on the plains of Peterloo. The Great 
piece was probably added lest the atid operations of 
the pious physician might prove unavailing; and the 
Water ioo practice, should become necessary. The Lord 
Chancellor is the natural guardian of the law, against 
which a statute of incompetency has been obtained by 
the Bridge-street Horde. Lord Castlereagh, as the 
descendant of an itinerant merchant of small wares , may 
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be deemed the guardian of the commerciad interests: 
and Lord Liverpool may be named to superintend the 
blessings of the bad harvest, since he stoutly contends 
that it is the late four years abundant. crops that have 
done ail the mischief to the landholders and farmers; 
and that ifa Jad harvest and a perspective famine, 
could only be brought about, every thing would soon 
come round, and the nation “ surmount all its diffi- 

“ culties!”? He must be quite delighted with this op- 
portunity of trying the value of h's opinion ; and will, 
no doubt, short!y, publish an essay to shew the comfarts 
and advantages of half-a-loaf, which he will not only 
demonstrate is better than no bread, but that it is also 
much better than a whole one! —with an appendix to 
illustrate the advantages of paying sore for dread than 
it costs at present to “buy both bread and meat :—how 
pleasant it is, to hear a wife and children cry in concert 
for food, which the father cannot cbtain :—and how 
very merrily things would go on, if the poor-folks 
would only be content to starve quietly, that the land- 
lords might obtain their rents, the priests their tythes, 
and the state its taxes! [almost wonder that a certai:: 
lawyer Was not included, who proposed to stop the poor 
from breeding !—but as the bad harvest may hold out 
some hopes of thining them in another way, he might not 
be deemed necessary. 1 shall inform thee of what may 
arene, and in the interim remain, 

Thy friend and weil-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 


P.S. I have just picked three curiosities, which | 
break open my packet to enclose. The first is a trueand 
particular account of the method in which the Irish con- 
sole themselves for the loss of royalty. Poor souls! It 
will go hard with them ofter all. Their sensibility will 
carry them too far. That they lave dittle brains to 
addle, is no security against rexophobia! They will 
certainly went a few more Doctors Swift, to accommo- 
date them. Thou knowest he was a satirist of the last 
age, who resided in freland, and— 

Left the little wealth he had 
To build a house tur fois, and mad :--- 


To shew, by ove satiric touch, 
No country wanted il a0 much! 
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Hf this was the case, before they had even seen a King, 
except when he brought fire and sword amongst them, 
it is easy to conceive how their imaginations must have 
been excited bva monarch, who ca:nein smiles and good- 
humour, to praise their women, and to drink whiskey 
punch. In the earlier part of my Ictter, I have 
described the 4/ank that followed his. departure. | 
hive now to shew the consolation which their memo- 
ries afford to their affections! The correspondent of-a 
Morning Paper very pathetically declares, that “ in 
“ every company, the Kiag is spoken of with familiar 
‘* affection, and kindred esteem.” Really this is pre- 
suming a little! What! treat a monarch familiarly ? 
No! no! Paddy! Ue has condescended a great deal, 
but keep your distance! No familiarity, if you please. 
You know what the proverb says it breeds! And don’t 
imagine that you are of a King’s A¢udred either, because 
he was graciously picased to drink your healths in 
whiskey! This “ céatin” therefore looks suspicious. It 
has the air of a pretence! But “ it has become a rule in 
“ private families, and those even ina humble sphere, 
* as soon as the cloth is removed to drink ‘ Long lifeand 
‘* prosperity to George the Fourth. They are not 
“content with the English language for epithets of 
‘* affection to bestow on his Majesty—they think it cold 


“and formel—the Irish best suppiies them. Their 
“ phrases are—cuishmlimachree! gramachree! and 
‘“ chreenafaiia! These are expressions of the greatest 
64 


tenderness, and signify literally, the vein of my heart! 
—the dear of inj heart !—and the heart of feeling!” 
tis Majesty must devoutly thank heaven he has escaped. 
these “‘ loving monsters,” in a whole skin! We wonder 
he dare trust himself in a company of Irish ladies, 
lest he should be squeezed to death by the close 
hugeiag of their tender affections. This writer says, 
‘On the pier of the royal harbour, this day, [ can as- 
“< sure. vou Fsavw the tears tricking down the cheeks of 
‘ many: —and ofhers, when addressed, blubbered, and 
“were unable fo answer!” Now it seems probable 
that these parties have been crying and blubbering this 
month past ; and it is equally probable they will never 
leave off, until his Majesty returns. I hope they will not 
weep and olucder themselves entirely to death, in which 


3 





482 THE BLACK DWARF, 


hope I am the more comforted from information to tlic 
follow: ing effect :—¢ The turn of his Majesty’ s head, the 
‘‘ shape of his hat and clothes, lave become quite the 
* fashion in Treiand, since the King’s visit. very act 
of the royal personage has found a crowd of admirers ; 
—even the manner in which his Majesty drank his 
wine is imitated in every company, by those who wish 
to have a character as judges, of the flavour of Rhenish. 
The King, on public occasions, always drank bum- 
ers ; but he kept his glass four temes longer to his 
fins th than is ordinarily allow ed for swallowing a cheer- 
ful glass ; and seemed to sip the wine drop by drop, 
so that the palate had the fullest oppartapity, of tmnbib- 
eng the flavour of no doubt a rare and rich vintage. 
The King threw his head gently back, as he sipped 
‘ his elas; but never took the wine from his lips, 
Santil Ae cleared the bumper!’ Come, come, my 
friend, people who have leisure for these aiwsing imi- 
tations of royal wine-bibbing, are not very /ékely to cry 
and blubber themselves into their coffins. After all, the 
tears seen upon the pier may have been forced by a 
keen breeze trom the north-east ;—and the fellows who 
blubbered, and were unableto answer er, might have been 
only sipping whiskey in the royal mode! My second 
curiosity is the following paragraph: :—“* George Rex was 
‘on Tuesday committed by the Commissioners of Bank- 
‘“ rupts, to York Castle, for not giving a satisfactory 
statement of the deficiencies of his affairs.” 
My third, isa paragraph from the Courier , which is 
a sort of museum for royal curiosities. It says, mai 
lauding at ae the King was in some danger. The 
sea ran high, so that the yacht could not appreach the 
pier; and his Majesty determined to pass intoa tishing- 
boat, which, however, had equal difficulty in approach- 
ine the port, and at one time his Majesty’s suite were 
in serious alarm. Not so THE Kina! who is reported 
to have shewn more presence of mind than any one 
around him, and GAVE HIS ORDERS coolly and collec- 
“tively. A veolent sea pitched the vessel alongside the 
‘* pier; and, providentially, his Majesty was enabled to 
‘¢ Jand in safety. ” Now, my friend, the curiosity is to 
know what orders his Majesty could ¢ give! He has 
heen seyceral times in a boat, but as to managing one, or 
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directing how it should be managed, it seems to me he 
must know even less than me, who have voyaged so 
much farther; and I should have been utterly unable to 
give any orders to seamenon the occasion. The struc- 
ture of the paragraph will admit of another interpreta- 
tion. After it is said these orders were given, a violent 
sea is represented as obeying them, by pitching the 
boat along the side of the pier! This certainly does not 
lessen the curiosity of the matter ; but of what use is our 
faith, if it be not occasionally exercised. The only 
landsman I have heard of, as giving orders on board. a 
ship, was a native of the country which his Majesty has 
lately visited ; who, becoming sick, called out to the 
Captain to stop the vessel, and put him out, as he was 
determined not to stir a step farther with a fellow who 
treated his passenyers so ill. 
THE B.D. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 








Messrs. Eomonvs, Mappocks, and Brannis, have requested 
me to acknowledge’ the receipt of one Pound each, enclosed in a 
leller to Mr. Edinonds from Mr. Houcuron, of Radford, near 
Nottingham, as a subscription in their bebalf, from the Reformers 
of that village. They beg me also to add, tbat the relicf of the 
privations imposed upon them, by the suspension of their respec- 
tive occupations for so long a period, whiie it ts extremely ac- 
ceptable to their wants, is equally gratifying to their feelings, in 
conveying tu their prison-house the approbation of their fellow- 
reformers. 

I have received a letter from Mr. Mawn, of Leeds, desiring me 
to distribute a donation of ove Pound, from . Jose ru Oates, Esq. 
of Westwood near Leeds, for the use of my brother-reformers here 
incarcerated, for which also | have to make their acknowledgments 
io the donor. The subjects suggested in Mr. Mann’s fetter wil 
be taken up. 


The letter of “ Merry Andrew” has reached this ‘* admiration 
‘‘of the world,” and its contents will be employed together 
with those of many prior favors, at the first’ convenient op- 
portunity. 


Cato’s letter appears to have been mislaid. I aim not quite 
so couveniently situated for attending to my correspondents as 1 
could wish: and therefore rely alittle on their indulgence. 


I munst leave Sidney at present to the Rockingham. He is quite 
harmless uuw, if Pope be correct, when he writes— 


A fool quite angry is quite innocent.” 
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TO JOSEPH HUME, Ese. M.P. 


mee 


LETTER IV. 


Dean SiR, 23th September, 1821. 


After what has beep already advanced, perhaps it will 
not be difficult, in the present state of political knowledge, to 
understand, whether we do, or do not now live, and have long 
lived, under a premeditated military government ; for, is it not 
an undeniable proposition, that, whenever the-eonstitution of a 
state, how free soever it may have heen. is so far undermined, 
that there is no longer an ability i in all cases, how extreme s0- 
ever to enforce a submission to the law by its civ2/ energies in 
the hands of its civid magistrates, it hath in reality ceased to be 
under a civi/ government ?— and will it uot thence follow, that, 
when mn any such case, the state is compelled to resort, for the 
execution of its law, to military force, it hath ipse facto de- 
generated into a militar y government ?—How much more, 
then, will this become apparent, when, on very trifling occa- 
sions, such resort to military force is become a familiar prac- 
tice ;---so much so, that a Lord Mayor of London, as an ordi. 
nary course of proceeding, shall assemble a military force 
under arms, to watch over the Livery assembled in Common 
Hall; that the people cannot meet to petition for reform, or 
even to eclebrate a joyful event; or attend 2 solemn ceremony, 
without an army, well provided with ball, bayonets and sabres, 
being posted within a few minutes naarci of their as sembly !— 
Nay, that even an election of representatives shall sot always 
he free from military intimidation or actual interference. Under 
sueh a system, can there be a shadow of freedom? 

Doctor Franiclin, five and forty years ago, gave his rea- 
sens for believing that the government of England, notwith- 
standing the division of its legislature into three branches, had 
uevertheless degenerated into “ AN ABSOLUTE MONAR- 
ed "__(Memairs Append. LX XVI.) and who, that has 
wiihin that period atlended to the uniform evidence of facets, 
apd now only reflects on the mere occurrence which has re- 
cently taken place, respecting a distinguished General Officer, 
and a presiding Civi Magistr ute, will aifempt to disprove the 
conclusion of that phile sophy +, who co conspicnously shone 2s 
a patriot and a ag sae r 
Rut that the Government of Ragland, if onee -reiernie| 
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agreeably io the principles of its twofold. etvit and military 
polity, would once more become to the fuil extent of the ex- 
pression a civil government, weilding a COUNTY POWER 
which neither rioters, nor insurgents, nor even invading armies 
could resist, the writer, in his treatise entitled “ England’s 
“ Egis,” hath, as he humbly thinks, abundantly demonstrated. 
Atthe time of publishing the dgis, sixteen years ago, foresee- 
ing the day was hastening onwards when the public might be- 
come desirous of the information it contained, 1000 copies were 
printed. At an early period, when only 175 copies had got 
into circulation, and the bookseller wanted a supply, it was dis- 
covered that the 825 remaining copies had been stolen from the 
printer's wareliouse, by a notorious thief who was traced into 
a jail. This thief coolly declared he had sold them for waste 
paper. But who, except some one still more criminal than the 
thief, would have bought as waste paper a new book on nati- 
onal defence in time of war, in the title page of which appeared 
the names of author, printer and bookseller, except to destroy 
it because of its tendency to destroy corruption and despo- 
tism? That this destruction was effectual there can be little 
doubt, as no trace of a single copy so stolen was ever heard of, 
Ir that work will be seen, that her COUNTY POWER must 
infinitely exceed in force the most numerous STANDING 
ARMY she could possibly maintain: so that our modern mili- 
tary policy should seem to be as weak as it is wicked,—as con- 
spieuous for folly, as hostile to freedom! What, alas! is the 
true case of onr betraved country? Hath not corruption, as a 
seducing Dalilah, shorn off the locks of ber strength, and sold 
her to the Philistines ? 

Although, Sir, it would not be proper in this letter to attempt 
a finished portrait of the COUNTY POWER, ‘it may never- 
theless be useful ts sketch aa outline of its majestic form and 
gigantic proportions. 
ok A COUNTY POWER, being co-extensive with society 
self, hath a solid reliance on its own resistless force. Every 
man from fifteen to sixty is a member of this power. In war 
and other exigencies, he shall after that age, if able, still aid in 
preserving the peace. —(13 Ed. I. s. 2. ¢. 6.) 3 

2. Uvery man is to have arms in his house according to his 
Pecuntary ability; and “two times a year” he is to be re- 
quired to swear that such arms are in his possession.—-(Ib.) 
_ J. ‘The supreme command of the COUNTY POWER for 
keeping the peace, and for carrying into execution against tu- 
Muituary resistance all writs and processes issuing from the law 
courts, belongs exclusively to the Sheriff and his officers. For 
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defence against foreign invasion, the POWER is to have at ph 
times the organization of an army, under officers elected 1 

the assemblies of the people, and then subject to generals - 
pointed by the Crown. But this organization is no less neces- 
sury to order and effect, when locally acting on the smallest 
scale, for restoring or preserving peace in a street ; for “it is 
“referred to the discretion of the Sheriff, Under Sheriff, 0 

“ other person authorized to raise the posse, how many men 
“they will, and how they shall be armed, weaponed, or other- 
" Mee furnished for the business.”---(Lamb. Eiren, 317. Dalt. 

.¢. 95. Lc, 82. Leg. Mo. ef Sup, Riots 29.) 

4, For merely keeping the peace, and suppressing, or rather 
preventing riots on sudden emergencies, the COUNTY 
POWER, in its localities (the Sheriff uot being at hand) is 
likewise at the sudden call of every civil magistrate, from the 
Chiet Justice to the Constable; but ou the Sheriff's appear- 
ance, all must obey his orders. 

In consequence of the COUNTY POWERS ubiquity, 
as well as of its containing the owners of all properly, none 
else can so instantaneous assemble “ upon cry made for weapons 
‘to keep the peace,’---(2 Ed. If]. c. 3. Jones’s Leg. Mode, 
Sup. Riots, 27.) nor have so lively an interest in preserving, or 
regi: tranquillity. 

. Not being ot a diflerent class, nor subject to a different 
fa nor under a different command from the people who may 
have been hurried into a tumult in the streets, no jealousy of 
invaded liberties, no apprehensions of a threatened dominion ot 
the sword, no combustible passions, tending to ferce combat 
and bloodshed, are blown into a flame by the appearance of this 
truly paternal authority ; but the very sight of it, a kuew- 
ledge of its character, and a consciousness of ins resistless 
strength, insures an instant calm, and respect for the law. 

7. ‘The constitutional spirit of the COUNTY POWER we 
trace in statutes which to this day are unrepealed, from which 
we learn that if a labourer came into the service of a farmer 
unarmed, the master was required to provide him with arms 
suited to his pecuniary ability, and authorized to abate his 
wages for the payment; and every manchild seven years of age 
was to be provided witha deny bow and arrows, aruis then used 
in the English armies, and carefully trained to archery.— 
(33 Hen. VIII. c. 9. Ap. Civ. and Mil. on Eng. Con. 116.) 

8. Military exercises and evolutions being ‘peculiarly health- 
ful, animating and invigorating buth to body and mind, they 
ought to make an indispensible part of the discipline of all 
schools, that so every youth, on bis very first: enrolment im 
the COUNTY POW ER, should enter it a finished soldier ef 
his country, whereby the duties of that character would be easv 
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through life.---CFgis. 1, 42. IL. 28. Ap. Civ. and Mil, on Eng 
Con. 116.) 

9. Sir William Jones, fortified with legal authorities and the 
hest examples in times past, draws among others these conclu- 
sions—that since the musket and bayonet are found by expe- 
rience to be the most effectual arms, all persons who consti- 
tute the power of a County, are bound to be completely 
skilled in the use of them; and that since the only sate and 
certain mode of using them with effect, is by acting in @ body, 
it is the duty of the whole civil state, to know the ‘platoon eXx- 
ercise, and to learn it in companies.— (Jones’s Leg. Mode Sup. 
Riots, 19.) 

10. Seeing, however, that such also is the duty of ald soldiers, 
whatever, but that the performance is utterly émpr acti¢uble: 
unless by command of authority, aud by regular practice, ‘ac- 

cording to specific regulations, so it is evident, that it is an im- 
perious duty of Parliament to provide the necessary laws for 
annually su plying from the rising generation, the waste of na- 
ture throug lh infirmity and death ; ani likewise at short periods 
coumeracting the teadency to decay in each separate corps, by 
perfecting afresh its original classification on the basis of age, 
sO as to preserve a perennial fitness of the whole, for a'l ser- 
vices, through ail time ; (Bil of free and sure Defence) as welt 
as for prescnibing the exercises indispensably necessary to a 
complete training of these defenders of their country and pre- 
servers of its peace. It is equally incunbent on Parliament to 
take care that Miutsters of State and all functionaries, from the 
highest to the lowest, honestly perform their several duties, for 
thus insuring the perpetual health, vigour, and energy of this 
military branch of the € vnstitution : and that an official report 
of the state of the COUNTY POWER be laid on their tab! eC, 
at the commenceinent of every annual Session. 

Hiaving thus sketched an outline of the miditary branch of 
the Kaglish Constitution, let us coniemplate, by way of con- 
trast, an abstract of a STANDING ARMY, and the allowable 
reasons for employing one in time of peace. Such an army 
being, as Blackstone remarks, utterly “ wednown to our law’* 
(Com. {, 408.) and as Sir William Jones observes, being 
“under a different samnied aud subject to a different law,” 
(Les. Mode Sup. Riots. 14.) and that law hecessary of a des- 
potic character, itis evident that the soldiery of such an army 
cannot in any case be a legal instrument for carrying into 
execution the law of the land: and it is equally evident, that 

iV STANDING ARMY itself is incompatible with our free 
Consti’ ulion. 

What then, is its use? Why does it at all exist? Let those 
furaish the answer,. who consider it to come within the sound 
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and legitimaie policy of a free state to hold foreign possessions, 
for, is respect of such alonc, sisi to the requisile extent alone, 
can a SUANDING ARMY find an apology. C£gis J. 37). 
It must be apparent, that, except a free state hold foreigi: pos- 
sessions for benelitting mankind, by extending civilization, 
political Iiberty and true religion, such possessions must be 
immoral usurpations uot to be justified ; it is indubitable, that 
all unjustifiable foreign possessions are tnjurious to the ruling 
state, and that the patronage they create, is necessarily sub- 
versive of freedom. 

So far then, as foreign forts or possessions—always distin- 
guishrable from free colonies goveried by their own legislatures 
-—may accord with just government and sound policy, and may 
-be in need of a standing force for protecting or preserving them, 
so far and no further is England excusable, by her genuine law 
and free constitution, in keeping up a STANDING ARMY ,; 
and if justice and true wisdom governed her couusels, her army 
af that description would be sma// indeed! Due attention to 
what has been here advanced, will probably satisfy every en- 
lighteued friend of freedom and truth, that the surplus of such 
force at home, tor supplying the mevitable waste abroad, must 
at all times Hie within a very narrow compass; and could not, at 
any time, or in any possible case, or under any pretence whatso- 
ever, legally and constitutionally, interfere with the civif autho- 
rities in the enforcement of the law of the land, although even 
requested to do so by cita/ magistrates themselves; for magistrates 
capable of such an application must be alike ignorant of their 
duty and unworthy of their trust; wherefore itis obvious, that 
so unnatural an anomaly in the government of a free nation, 
ought to be prevented by a heavy pena! responsibility. 

‘What! Can no exireme mecessity give degaliiy to a pre- 
servation of the peace, by the instrumeutality of the soldiery of 
a STANDING ARMY ? 

in words eleven vears old T answer, * If you seek for law to 
yastily such a use of the STANDING ARMY, you seek ii 
vain, Nor is it posstile that such law should ever exist; for 
a statute to authorize a iilitary government must in its own 
nature, a3 a corrruption—a felo de se—he vull and void. On 
a point so vital there cannot be any medium. The practice is 
either lawiul or unlawful, the acé is eithex legal or Ulegal. 
The upshot then ts this; the magistrate who ts put in the crue] 
predicament of either supinely wiinessing the mischiefs of un- 
suppressed riot, or of resorting to illegal means of suppression, 
has only to choose the least of two evils. But how deep, how un- 
speakable the criminality, of those whose duty it isto put an end 
equally to the possibility of mischievous rict, and to a necessity 
oi amilttary execution of the law, simply by restoring its eiviZ 
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energies, inthe COUNTY POWER of our proper militia, and 
who yet, for their own views render it useless.” (Late Lord 
Liverpool's Disco. on National Lorce, 63.) 

What a concatenation of cause and efieet, between the first 
renderiug useless the civil energies of a free country, and the 
final and fatal consequence !—The magistrate, deprived, by the 
criminal connivance of parliament, of his resistless means of 
““ preventive justice, which upon every principle of reason, of 
humanity and of sound policy, ought ever to be in his hands in 
full vigour and energy,” (Leg. Mode of Sup. Riots, 34. Black. 
Com. IV. 251, 252.) and being utterly unable to restore order 
by legal, is driven to the shocking necessity of doing it by 
egal means, thatis, to enforce the English law by military 
execution! ThusaSTANDING ARMY is made an ordinary 
substitute for the Civi/ Power, and thus, that law, which 
Alfred, who “ first taught the scriptures and set law to speak 
the same dialect,” (Selden Hist. and Polit. Disco. by Bacon, I. 
62.) “and who wrote irin the divine language of wisdom, of 
peace and good-willto men,” has, by “ the detestable policy of 
the last three centuries,” (Late Lord Liverpoul Disco. 8.) come 
to be written in folly, in despotic enmity to man, and in 
BLOOD! The nobility and gentry now come to understand 
what was the original dritt of “ rendering useless” the civil 
energies of the Constitution; when, feeling the yoke of a mili- 
tary goernment on their neck, they perceive with shame the 
effect of their own supineness. (Ap. to Na. 1812, p. 35.) 

But now, in place of the constitutional vigilance, the digni- 
tied authority and conscientious discharge of duty on 
the part of parhament: and instead of thé honest service 
of ministers, what is it we behold? Must we not, with 
the late Earl of Liverpool, execrate the “ detestable policy” 
that hath prevailed; whereby in the end every thing, except a 
mere KNOWLEDGE of the rights of a free nation, hath been 
swept from the land bya torrent of corruption? Who among 
us can now deny the conclusion of the profound Franklin, that 
instead of a balanced free government of three estates, we feel 
the hateful dominion and iron rod of “ an absolute momarch,” 
whatever be his nazne—whether Robert or any others? A 
monarch so jealous of his power, that, by every functionary, 
civil or military, his will must be even anticipated, with 
@n accompanicent of the most abject prostration of un- 
derstanding, honour and conscience, or he shall be treated as a 
criminal | 

Now at least must our country at length awakeu to asense of 
her carelessness and folly, her crime and her misfortune, in 
haviog suffered her COUNTY POWER, the martial branck 
of her Constitution, to become utterly neglected, and thereby 
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the arm of her civi/ authority so completely paralyzed and d’. 
vested of streugth and action, as to favour the accursed policy 
of despotism, by couutenancing the impudent pretence, that, for 
executing the law aud keeping the peace, a ST ANDIN © 

ARMY was become necessary. 

But neither treasonable neglect; nor assassin efforts have as- 
yet, thank God, put an endto the COUNTY POWER. Not 
withstanding a suspended animation and incapacity, as far as 
benefit is concerned, it assuredly lives; as, in the Court of 
King’s Bench, we have been lately reminded by Lord Castle- 
reagh, now Marquis of Londonderry. Let us therefore hambh 
hepe, that in the dispensations of a mereiful Providence, 1 is 
once more destined, when our national offences shall have re- 
ceived their full measare of chastisement, to become again, as 
in anejent times, the all- ee arm of our civil Lovermmeni 
within the realm; nor less the “ inestimable dread and terror of 
“ our outward eneintes!”—33 Hen. VILL, ¢. 6, Leg. Mode, 
Sup. Riots, 39. 

The mockery of our misery bas within our mem ory, beer 
many and many a time repeated, and who ean be surprised 
that this should have been done by the Marquis of Lovdon- 
derry? VPhis Lord in the ebuilition of popular feeling for not 
iNuminatiug his house * the arrival of the late Queen i 1n Kug- 
land, had his windows broken. He hereupon brouglit Aés uce 
tion at law agalasi the jiundred of Ossulston in the County of 
Middlesex, for the crime of neglecting tis duty that of de- 
fending his dweliing as an inhabitant of the huudred.—Yes 
verily, this minister who has so largely share din “ the detesta- 
“© ble policy of disarming the Peopie,’—(The Earl of Liver- 
pool’s Dis. on a National Force, p. 8.) ) prosecuted Genet very 
disarmed people for not, at the hazard of their lives defending 
his property! ! '—Yes, this man, who, tor his mode of doing the 
work of a minister, has heaped estate upon estate, brought 
his action at law and recovered £26 2s. 6d. for droken @lass FF! 
Until such insults shail be avenged mav we be indued with 
patience! When the law shali do justice on tins lord, millions 
wiil not atone for the lewai securities of a nation’s freedom, and 
the sacred principies of its constitution which this bad mon hath 
broken / 

it was not without reason tuat nine vears ago 1 complained, 
that the mertiad branch of our Constitution, which, for the 
United Knigdom, would give the civii Magistrucy a resistless 
force of two milli ns and a half of tighting men, Was con- 
sigued to disuse and oblivion, except in the singular particular, 
of being made an tustrument of perverted law, 

When the Court has systematically undermined the civi/ 
energies oF our tree Government, as a pretence for systematt- 
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caily employing a STANDING ARMY. in keeping the peace, 
that a persuasion of the necessity of so doing: might be esta- 
blished ; and when insurrectionary mischief hath ensued, in 
consequence of the people having been purposely disabled 
from defending the dwellings of themselves or their neighbours, 

they receive in our Law Courts a rebuling lectare on neglected 
duties :—tiey are told that, by the Statute of Winchester, 
‘s they are answerable for even the felonies and robberies done 
among them ;” and they are actually cast in damages, to tke 
full amount of the injuries sustain ed by those whose houses 

have been plundered or burned; which damages ought rather 
to be levied on the criminal statesmen of the day, who have 

been narties to the systematic iniquity, 

Thus, strange to tell, we have, and we have not, the ancient 
COUNTY POWER of our proper militia. Its utility is taken 
from us; but we are made to smart under its penalties! Its 
duties we are not permitted to fulfil; but for the omission of 
them we receive punishment.—(See Appeal to the Nation, 
1812, p. 10.) 

Well, Mr. Hume, ts this course of things to continue, until a 
voleanic eruption of popular fury shall bury i in ruins all orders 
and distinctions with a desolating torrent?—until sabre-law 
shall be as triumphant in England as in Morocco? Or, on the 
other band, shall Reform, as a Guardian Angel, restore free- 
dom and prosperity, with no more of suffering to the body po- 
litic, than must be inevitable in the application of medicine ad- 
ministered by state physicians, m whom an agonized nation 
should have implicit coutidence @ 

Deep-rooted and complicated as the disease of which a 
STANDING BCROUGH USURPATION and a STAND- 
ING MERCENARY ARMY are the prominent indications ; 
and with a removal of which, and thereby a restoration of tlie 
Constitution nits two VITAL ORGANS, civil and military, 
wil other symptoms of disease would disappear, and all would 
again be well. 

Believe Sir, an aged man, who hath not only long meditated 
on his country’s situation, but who, ia his two bills applicable 
to the two causes of her malady, hath likewise, as he humbly 
believes, prescribed the only remedies which are to be found in 
the whole compass of nature. 

Empirics, if they have the folly to appeal to an enlightened 
prbdlic, are sure to expecience a rejection of their nostrums ; 
nat the two presc riptions here alluded to, namely, Ae Bild of 
Rights a nage Liberties, end the Bill of free and sure Defence, 
have now, for a considerable time, been before the Public, 
wi! hout, as vet, a single defect or a siigle impracticability, so 
far as their author knows, having been discovered. 
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After what has beea laid before you, shall it, Sir, be imagined, 
that. you will hold hesitating counsel with your own heart? Shai) 
it be thought that you can balance between the two opposite 
lines of conduct? Shall it be supposed possible, ihat you 
could follow that ignis fatuus of a temporizing policy, by which 
jeeble-minded or insidious statesmen, from the inglorious Re- 
polution to this hour, have bewildered themselves in a trackless, 
briary wilderness of duplicity, floundering in its quagmires, or 
lost in its dark and miry labyrinths; thus misleading a too cre- 
dulous and careless nation to the very brink of destruction ? 
No, Sir; honouring the energy of your character, and admir- 
ing the indefatigable industry of your habits—powers when 
combined not easily resisted—let us trust that you will rather 
with alacrity enter on the arduous labour of reaching the goal 
of national salvation by the straight and honourable path of 
true patriotism, steep as the ascent, difficult as the removal of 
impediments ; firmly trusting for support in that Divine Being 
who prescribes man’s duty ; as wellas confiding for-aid in the 
universal people, who, when riglit, are next iu power fo God: 
~—in that people who, because they believed their Queen enti- 
tled to their aid, enthusiastically crowned her with an almost 
miraculous triumph !—in that people who, now enlightened in 
the science of Reform, shall assuredly conduct to a victory in 
their own cause, that statesman who, by an unswering adher- 
ence in rectitude, shall prove himself worthy of their conti- 
dence ! 

The late Earl of Chatham, who, although of great ability, was 
nota prophet, once, while mimister of the Kiag, who holds 
the sword, eulogizing the English army’s VIRTUE, said, that 
*“< Without this virtue, should the Lords, the Commons, and 
“the People of England, entrench themselves behind parch- 
“ments up to the teeth, that sword would find a passage 
‘‘ to the vitals of the Constitution.” —(His Life, 48, Ap. liv. 4, 
Mil. on Eng. Con. 154.) It has, however, been seen, how, 
without an implicit faith in that virtue, our free polity may be 
preserved. But nevertheless, I hope we may so far subscribe 
to the penetration of that statesman, as to persuade ourselves 
he saw the sure seeds of that virtue in the army of England, the 
ripe fruit of which we have seen in the armies of Spain, Portu- 
gal, and Naples, ina generous devotion to the liberties of their 
country, as the proper object of their allegiance. 

* T have the honour to be, 
Your's truly, 
JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 
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